
Spelling it right 

Procedure 

� Ask your class to recall some mistakes (in either spelling or
grammar) that they have recently read in newspapers or on
signs. What were their reactions?

� Tell your students that you will now play part of a recording
(Britain Today, p.14). As they listen, they should write down
what mistakes people make in Britain.

� Play the recording until “...examples of incorrect English”.
� Do a quick feedback session.
� Dictate some or all of the sentences in exercise 1 (“There,

there”) on page 69, asking students to fill in the blanks.
� Correct the exercise (see page 70 for answers). Find out how

well your students did.

Cafe surfing

Language work Text reconstruction, dialogue-writing 
Preparation Photocopying
Materials “In an internet cafe” (page 57)
Time 45 minutes

Procedure 

� Make a copy of the three Travel Talk scenes, with glossed
vocabulary. Ignore the “Tips” section. Remove about 1.5 cm
from the right-hand side of all three scenes and arrange
them on one A4 sheet. Copy this for all the students.

� Write the expressions from “Tips” on the board and go through
them with your class.

� Find out who has used an internet cafe while travelling. Where
was it and did they encounter any problems?

� Arrange the class into pairs.
� Hand out the “truncated” scenes. Ask the groups to recon-

struct the dialogues and extend each conversation by one sur-
prising or funny line. Allow 15 minutes.

� Go around the classroom, offering help and suggestions.
� Bring the class together and listen to a few dialogues. Pairs

should focus on sounding fluent and natural with the right
intonation.

Party time

Language work Listening, translation
Preparation Making a transparency
Materials Spotlight Audio, “Going to a party”, dialogue 1 (page 59)
Time 45 minutes

Procedure

� Before the lesson, write the following translated dialogue on a
transparency:
J: Wer war das am Telefon? E: Helen. Sie hat uns am zweiten
Weihnachtsfeiertag zu sich eingeladen. J: Wie letztes Jahr. Um
vier Uhr oder so, nicht wahr? E: Ja. Ab vier. Und wir sollen wie-
der etwas mitbringen. J: Und wer wird sonst noch da sein? 
E: Oh, die übliche Gruppe, denke ich. J: Und Dingsbums — der
Typ der am Ende der Lucas Road wohnt. E: Sein Name war
Charles, oder? J: Das war lustig. Kannst du dich daran erinnern?
E: Meinst du seine schmutzigen Witze? Eigentlich war es sehr

peinlich. Er hatte offensichtlich viel zu viel getrunken. J: Ja, oder
du könntest sagen er war total besoffen.

� Students tell a partner about their last party. Allow 10 minutes.
� Invite the class to briefly share any interesting anecdotes.
� Display the transparency. Ask students to work on their own to

translate the dialogue into English. Allow 10 minutes.
� Allow learners, in pairs, to compare their versions.
� Explain that you are going to play a recording of the original di-

alogue. As they listen, they are to check and make corrections.
� Play the recording.
� Elicit feedback. Which words and expressions were new? 

Sign language 

Language work Discussing signs, reading
Preparation Photocopying (see photocopiable worksheet on page 4 of this supplement), cutting out strips
Materials “What does that mean?” (page 12)
Time 60 minutes

Molly Malone 

Language work Reading, Irish song, speaking
Preparation Photocopying (see photocopiable worksheet on page 4 of this supple-

ment), downloading a song
Materials “Dublin your fun” (pages 36–41)
Time Hw, 75 minutesSki~Mojo

Language work Gap-filling, speaking, inventing a slogan
Preparation Photocopying, removing words from a text
Materials “Skiing made easy” (page 13)
Time 45 minutes

Procedure

� Before the lesson, remove
these words in the text and
photo: skiing (5x), ski (2x),
skier (2x). Make copies.

� Ask the class to translate
Ski fahren gehen into English (“to go skiing”).

� Write these headings on the board: ski clothing, skiing gear,
ski areas, ski holidays. Ask the learners to say them aloud.
Check that the meanings are understood.

� Divide the class into small groups. Assign each group one
heading and ask them to brainstorm it. Allow 10–15 min-
utes. Encourage conversation.

� Each group elects a spokesperson to feedback their brain-
storming ideas, in one minute, to the rest of the class.

� Write the following on the board: skiing, ski, skier. Pass out the
copies and ask students to fill in the spaces with the appro-
priate words. Allow five minutes.

� Conduct a feedback session. As learners read the text back
to you, correct their pronunciation.

� Ask the class to look at the photo and caption. Have them in-
vent an appealing slogan (eight words) for the Ski~Mojo.

� Collect suggestions on the board. Class votes on the best one.

Future faces 

Procedure

� Photocopy and cut out pictures on
page 31 (and other issues — De-
bate section), without the captions.
There should be “picture pairs” of
different people of the same sex,
but with a significant age differ-
ence. Example: Vanessa / Louise.

� Revise use of the future perfect.
� Split the class into pairs and give each student a picture from

a set. They must not show it to their partner.
� Have students describe their photos to each other to find out

what the differences are. Afterwards they can reveal them.
� Now tell the class that the “pairs” are the same person —

the younger one as he/she is now, the older one, a computer-
generated picture in the future.

� Ask students to compare their pictures using the future simple
and future perfect tense, e.g. “He will have got balder.”

� Get the class to make sentences about themselves.
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What’s in a name?

Procedure

� Make copies of the article.
� Tell the class how you got your first name. Invite them to share

any interesting or unusual name stories of their own.
� Write these names on the board: Track, Sunday Rose, Ruby,

Madison, Jayden, Jack, Braxtany, Apple, Grace, Willow. Ask
students to guess the answers to the following questions:
1. Which name is the most common one for baby boys in Eng-
land? (Jack) 2. What were the top two names for girls in Eng-
land in 2007? (Grace, Ruby) 3. What is currently the second
most popular name for a baby boy in the US? (Jayden)

� Talk about the remaining names on the board and any others
in the article. Discuss the most popular baby names in the stu-
dents’ country.

� Higher-level classes can read the article at home.

m e d i u m

d i f f i c u l t

1/2009 Spotlight3 www.spotlight-online.de

m e d i u m

Procedure

� Copy and cut the signs in the Copy File. Make copies of the text.
� Begin by asking students to talk about any funny signs they have

seen abroad or in their own country.
� Explain to the class that signs can sometimes be mistrans-

lated. Hand out the text and allow for quiet individual reading.
� Organize the class into groups of three. Each group gets a set of

signs (taken from Anguished English by Richard Lederer). Stu-

dents take turns to read signs aloud and say what’s wrong.
The group work together to rewrite them.

� Possible answers: 1. ...valuables...2. Drop off...3. Enjoy the af-
ternoon while we do your laundry. 4. ...take your baggage to any
destination. 5. ...bring children to the bar. 6. Please leave any
food with the guard. 7. ...no carriage mishaps. 8. ...with neck
size 16 and 17. 9. ...Daily, except Thursday, you are welcome
to visit... 10. Turn off to the side.

m e d i u m  
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Procedure

� Ask the class to read pages 38–39 in advance. Download “Molly
Malone” from http://music.download.com/andresobieski

� Find out who in the class has been to Ireland. Give them time
to briefly recall their impressions.

� Let students take it in turns to read the article aloud.
� Open up a discussion, using the questions: Why would you

visit Dublin? Can Dublin be compared to a city in your country? 
� Hand out copies of “Cockles & Mussels” on page 4. In pairs,

have the class read the song and complete it with the most suit-
able word in bold. Allow five minutes.

� Pairs merge with
another pair to
compare songs.

� Ask these small groups to now work out and rehearse a tune
(pop, rap, etc.) for any two verses of the song. Or they can
compose another verse. Tell them that the best group will re-
ceive a prize. Allow 10 minutes.

� Listen to the songs. The class votes on the best performance.
Award the prize and smaller consolation prizes if you wish.

� Play a recording of the song “Molly Malone”. As they listen, the
class should correct their version, if necessary.
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Molly Malone
Work in pairs to complete the song using the words in bold.

Sign language
Discuss and rewrite these signs in small groups.

In Dublin’s fair city, where girls are so ______, witty / tangy / pretty
I first set my eyes on sweet Molly Malone

As she wheeled her wheelbarrow

Through the streets ______ and narrow, long / broad / busy
Crying, “Cockles ______, alive, alive, oh!” oysters / crabs / mussels
She wheeled her wheelbarrow

Through the streets ______ and narrow, long / broad / busy
Crying, “Cockles and ______, alive, alive, oh!” oysters / crabs / mussels

Now, she was a ______, but sure ’twas no wonder, busker / fishmonger / immigrant
For so was her father and mother before.

Now they all wheeled their barrow

Through the streets ______ and narrow, long / broad / busy
Crying, “Cockles and ______, alive, alive, oh!” oysters / crabs / mussels

She died of a ______ and no one could save her flu / heart attack / fever 
And that was the end of sweet Molly Malone.

Now her ______ wheels her barrow father / ghost / husband
Through the streets ______ and narrow, long / broad / busy
Crying, “Cockles and ______, alive, alive, oh!” oysters / crabs / mussels

Written and composed by James Yorkston (Scottish folk musician)

In a Paris hotel lift: Please leave your values at the front desk.

In a Bangkok dry cleaner’s: Drop your trousers here for best results.

In a Rome laundry: Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the afternoon having a good time.

In a Copenhagen airline ticket office: We take your bags and send them in all directions.

In a Norwegian cocktail lounge: Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar.

In a Budapest zoo: Please do not feed the animals. If you have any suitable food, give it to the guard on duty.

In a Czechoslovakian tourist agency: Take one of our horse-driven city tours. We guarantee no miscarriages.

In a clothing store: Bargains for men with 16 and 17 necks.

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery: You are welcome to visit the cemetery

where famous Russian and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily except Thursday.

Detour sign in Japan: Stop! Drive sideways.

This month’s audio content also includes material and ex-
ercises based on: People (p. 6), A day in My Life (p. 8),
World View (p. 11), Britain Today (p. 14), Film (pp. 16–20),
Politics (pp. 22–26), Debate (pp. 30–31), Press Gallery
(pp. 34–35), Travel (pp. 36–41), Short Story (p. 49), Vo-
cabulary (pp. 54–55), Grammar Basics (p. 56), Peggy’s
Place (p. 58) Everyday English (p. 59–60), English at Work
(p. 64), American Life (p. 72).
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Camel racing 
in Sydney: the start

of a new trend?

Too many friends?
IRELAND If you’re a member of Facebook or LinkedIn, then you

know how addictive a social networking website can be (see 

Spotlight 8/06 and 2/07). You feel you must visit the site several

times a day to find out what your friends are doing.

d i f f i c u l t

Skiing made easy 

BRITAIN The problem is as old as the sport itself: skiing is very tiring for your legs. Without

the right fitness training, your legs can get tired after skiing down a hill just two or three

times. Now Kinetic Innovations Ltd has found a way to give your leg

muscles some help: a pair of plastic shock absorbers worn under your

ski pants can make skiing seem less like hard work and more like fun.

Is that making a joke of the sport? To a professional skier, perhaps. But

older people with weak knees or a few extra pounds may find the 

“Ski~Mojo” to be just the thing to put the excitement back into skiing.
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Support for skiers: 
the new knee-holders

Romie Singh asked people in Johannesburg:

Is being untrue a good reason for divorce? 

Mpho Makhobotloane, 32,
artist
Marriage is not based on
other partners coming into
the relationship to spice it
[up], which is an open
relationship, which is a
measure that people tend to
take.

Shepard Mlotshwa, 32,
shop manager
God created man and woman
to be one, which means, well,
there are ups and downs,
disappointments, but we
have to work it out to make
this relationship go forward. 

Matseko Modise, 28,
city worker
Yes. Once the trust in a
relationship is broken, it takes
months or years to get it back. 
I got married in December, so
maybe that’s why I feel so
strongly about it.

Vanessa Hemp, 36,
psychologist
If the couple are not connect-
ing properly, then sometimes
there is an opening or a gap
for infidelity. ... It’s important
for people to keep on working
on their relationships.

Herbert Mphahlele, 43,
transport manager
It’s in the Bible that the only
grounds where you can divorce
your spouse [are] if you find
him or her with someone else.

Louise van Niekerk, 62,
television producer 
I’m a Christian. So yes, I think
being untrue is a good reason
for divorce. Still, I would try to
work on the relationship. I
would do everything possible
to save the marriage.

Ishmael Mohamed, 71,
retiree 
 believe it is. I was married for
43 years. Unfortunately, my wife
died. I remarried again six
months later. But my second
wife was seeing other men, so it
didn’t last five months.

Desiree Lebaea, 29,
HIV/Aids project officer
It is frowned upon if you leave
your partner or your husband
just because he’s been
unfaithful, because ... the
elders would say that, you
know, men are like that.

What do you think? Vote at 
www.spotlight-online.de

Listen to more from Herbert, Desiree, Vanessa and Mpho on Spotlight Audio
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TRAVEL  IRELAND

Fun the Irish way:
the party lasts 

all night in Dublin’s
Temple Bar area

m e d i u m  www.

36 Spotlight

Dublin
your fun

Dublin
your fun

Molly Malone würde es bestätigen: Dublin ist ein Platz, wo man gut essen, trinken

und Kultur genießen kann. Aber nicht nur das. Für Musikliebhaber hält die irische

Hauptstadt ein Angebot bereit, das kaum zu bewältigen ist. ppllus
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